
Monday 20th July 2020  

Dear Parents/ Carers,                                                  

Hello! Hopefully I won’t need too much of an introduction as it is likely I have taught your older children or seen you on the gates. 

For anyone who doesn’t know me, I have been at Brinsley Primary School for 3 years now, all of which have been in Year 6. I 

coordinate maths and ICT as well as my responsibilities as Assistant Head. I have been teaching since 2006 and have been at various 

schools across Nottingham City in Key Stage Two (but mainly year 6). I love teaching and I couldn’t imagine doing anything else! 

We aren’t totally sure what the situation will be like in September but what I can reassure you is that I will give the children an 

education which sparks intrigue, curiosity and imagination. We have an exciting year of new topics ahead of us. I have been busy 

learning about things I haven’t taught before and reading the books we are going to be studying in English.  

Our topics are as follows:  

Autumn 1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

Why is our heart the 
most important 
pump that we own? 
 

Were the Vikings 
always victorious 
and vicious? 

How can we find out 
if spiders and flies are 
related? 
 

Why has Brazil got 
one of the world’s 
fastest growing 
economies? 

Why was the Islamic 
Civilization (around 
900AD) known as 
the Golden Age? 

Have we always 
looked like this?  

      
You will notice that our topics all start with a question. This theme follows through each week with activities designed to be able to 

answer the weekly question, ultimately feeding in to answering the main enquiry question.  

If your child wants to read these texts over summer, they can be purchased from Amazon/ eBay.   



Parent meeting 

I will be holding a meeting after school for those parents who wish to attend on Wednesday 9th September at 3:30pm.  

Being prepared for September 

Alongside my aim of giving the children a fantastic education, I am always keen to foster the social skills needed to make a 

contribution to the wider society – this is in keeping with our school values. Part of my job is to ready the children for secondary 

school. Two essential skills for this are independence and organisation. I make no apologies for not spoon feeding them. If they 

forget their pencil case for example, I don’t expect them to sit there and tell me after 20 minutes they don’t have a pencil. I will be 

rewarding initiative using ‘Initiative Points’. Their table can collectively earn these points by being spotted by a member of staff 

using their initiative.  

Pencil cases will be a necessity for September. Under normal circumstances I would expect them to be equipped with one anyway 

but especially due to Coronavirus, sharing equipment isn’t ideal. In their pencil cases they will need the essentials:  

• Pencil 

• Black pen 

• Purple pen 

• Pink, yellow & green highlighter pens 

• Ruler 

• Rubber  

• Sharpener 

• Pencil crayons (to avoid having to share).  

• Pritt stick  



 

Everyday, they will need to bring their reading diary & reading book, which they will bring into the classroom. 

Their water bottle will be taken home every night and refilled at home to bring the following morning. Their PE 

kit is their responsibility. Please see the school’s PE kit list to ensure they are wearing the correct kit.  

Homework will be set on a Friday and completed online using Seesaw. Spellings will also be 

given out on a Friday. These will look a little different to previous years as we are trialling a 

new way of teaching spellings.  

 

SATs 

We have been notified that SATs WILL be taking place in 2021. They are 

currently timetabled from Monday 10th May to Thursday 13th May 2021.   

 

 

Residential 

I have provisionally booked the residential for 9th-11th June to Walesby. Due to the current 

uncertainly, I have requested that we do not need to pay deposits until the end of September 

to see what is happening with guidance around educational visits. I expect the deposit to be 

somewhere in the region of £30 (depending on the total number of children going). This 

figure is just so it is not a surprise for September and may vary. The total cost of the 

residential is expected to be in the region of £140, again depending on the number 

attending.  



 

Trips and workshops  

I am hoping to be able to visit Jorvik Viking centre as part of the Autumn 2 topic on the 

Vikings. At the moment I am able to book the museum tour but not a workshop. I am 

going to re contact them in September as they have advised to get this 

booked in so that I can give you a definite price on the visit. I would 

also like to organise a Samba drumming workshop in February to begin 

our topic on Brazil.  

 

 

Wow Day- Monday 7th September 

To start our first topic off, we will be holding a Wow Day, exploring the heart and having a chance to dissect one 

(a pig’s heart not human!). The children will be encouraged to take part but not forced. Anyone feeling unable to 

take part can wait outside the classroom until they feel able to join in. Please can the children bring an old 

oversized T-shirt or shirt to wear over their uniform. I have some shirts but again, it is preferable we don’t share resources.  

 

Hugo  

I come with a side kick whom you might have spotted before. Hugo isn’t a stranger to Brinsley Primary 

School and the Year 5’s will have interacted with him this year. Hugo is a rescue from Romania and has been 

with my family since September. He is a very placid, affectionate dog who, quite frankly, sleeps most of the 

day! I have had children (and staff) this year who have been nervous around dogs and have fallen in love 

with him. Hugo is fully vaccinated, treated monthly for fleas, lice and ticks and is fully insured to be in 

school. If your child has any allergies or concerns about having Hugo in the class, please come and speak to 

me. They can always meet Hugo on a 1-2-1 first. Similarly, Hugo needs to get used to a new set of children so 

he will be slowly introduced to them. I will be talking to the children about the correct ways of interacting 

with him. Hugo never gets in people’s faces and he isn’t a licker like a lot of dogs- he is just there if you need 

a 5-minute break stroking something cute a furry!  

 



Dojo  

If you have any urgent questions, please make contact with me on Dojo within school hours. I am now linked to Ms 

Martin’s class. If you could show my ‘Start of the Year’ video which I have put on Swifts Dojo page to your children, I 

would be so grateful.  

 

 

 

 

All that remains for me to say at this point is, I can’t wait to work with you and your child in September and see what wonderful 

things we can achieve this year. I hope you enjoy your time over summer and you stay safe and well.  

 

Kind regards,  

Mrs Sisson  


